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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 
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2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 19-31 (Re# 1-91 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 7/1 7/2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1.0 The present invention is directed to a decoder which reads a first arrangement of sync bits 
and organizes a frame into a header and data. Next the decoder reads a subset of the sync bits or 
0-m bits which are in the first arrangement of sync bits. Based upon the selected 0-m bits a 
determination as to the content of the sync bits in the header is determined. 

The closest prior art is Ikemura (U.S. Patent No.: 5,400,369). Ikemura teaches a decoder that is 
trying to determine a frame structure by finding the synchronization bits. The decoder 
determines the frame structure by selecting 16 bits of the received structure. Next 9 windows are 
searched varying from bits 0 -7, 1-8, ... , and finally 8-15 and the value in one of these windows 
is compared to the value of the expected sync word. When the sync word is found the structure 
of the frame is then known, 

The closest prior art Ikemura (U.S. Patent No.; 5,4000,369) does not disclose anticipate or render 
obvious the following claim limitations: 

"the decoder having a second input for selecting the first arrangement of the synchronization bits 
to be read by selecting a number of synchronization bits in the range from zero to m bits. 
Selecting the bit position of the synchronization bits in the header section, and selecting the 
content of each synchronization bit in the header section" as claimed in claim 19. 

"the decoder having a second input to select the first arrangement synchronization bits to be 
read" as claimed in claim 29. 

In addition: 

Claims 23-28 are allowed because they depend upon claim 19. 
Claim 3 1 is allowed because it depends upon claim 29. 

Conclusion 

2.0 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert W. Wilson whose telephone number is 571/272-3075. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau T. Nguyen can be reached on 571/272-3 126. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571/272-8300. 
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Art Unit: 2661 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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